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-77ie MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the corresponcferice acfeffess- 
Period for Reply 



MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may lie available under the pnovisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply tje timely filed after SIX (6) M0im4S 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS fiom the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner 
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*Certified copies not received: ■. . 
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Serial No. 10/008,911 -2- 
Art Unit 1771 

1. This application contains claims directed to the 
following patentably distinct species of the claimed invention: 
In independent claim 2 6 the water dissolvable, continuous phase 
adhesive layer element having at least one inorganic compound 
incorporating one or more high polarity function groups selected 
from one of the following species, one of which applicant must 
elect : 

A- An alcohol functionality, 

B. a ketone functionality, 

C. An aldehyde functionality. 

Additionally, with respect to the dependent claims, 
applicant must make an election between the water dissolvable, 
continuous phase substrate which comprises the species: 

D. starches as set forth in dependent claims 3 0 and 

35, or 

E. a water insoluble discontinuous phase of cellulosic 
fibers as the substrate set forth in dependent claim 33. 

Additionally, applicant should elect one of the 
abherent layer species such as that set forth in: 

F. lecithin layer set forth in claim 32 

G. polymethyl siloxane as set forth in dependent claim 

34. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to elect a 
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single disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to which 
the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. Currently, dependent claims 27-2 9 are 
generic. Finally the Examiner notes that dependent claim 31 
which relates to an adhesive layer that comprises an ionic salt 
of a polyacrylic acid is clearly improper in view of applicant's 
earlier cancellation in the Markush group of former claim 1 
comprising an ''acid functionality", the claim further containing 
the three remaining functionalities directed to an alcohol, a 
ketone and an aldehyde, as well as the previously also cancelled 
group directed to an ester linkage. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement 
must include an identification of the species that is elected 
consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An 
argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic 
is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will 
be entitled to consideration of claims to additional species 
which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 
CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the election, applicant 
must indicate which are readable upon the elected species . MPEP 
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§ 809.02 (a) . 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the 
species are not patentably distinct, applicant should submit 
evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the 
species to be obvious variants or clearly admit, on the record 
that this is the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds 
one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the 
evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 3 5 
U.S.C. § 103(a) of the other invention. 

2 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (571) 272-1486. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (571) 272-1478. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
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private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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